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 Enshrined within the majestic embrace of the Himalayas, Jammu emerges as a 

bastion of cultural heritage, earning the esteemed title of the "City of Temples." This 

epithet resonates with the profound religious and architectural legacy that defines the 

region. The temple complexes known as Krimchi, Babor-Manwal and Harihar temple are 

at the heart of this cultural narrative. Located in the Udhampur and Billawar districts, these 

temples embody centuries of spiritual devotion and artistic excellence. Each temple within 

these sacred enclaves serves as a tangible expression of Jammu's cultural heritage, adorned 

with unique architectural flourishes that reflect the artistic ingenuity of past eras. Beyond 

their aesthetic allure, these temples stand as monuments to the enduring spiritual beliefs 

that have shaped the lives of generations. These temples offer a glimpse into the rich 

tapestry of Jammu's cultural identity through their intricate carvings, sacred rituals, and 

architectural grandeur. In essence, these temple complexes stand as living monuments to 

Jammu's cultural heritage, bridging the past with the present and imparting a sense of 

continuity to future generations. Through their timeless significance, they embody the 

enduring spirit of cultural preservation and collective identity that defines the essence of 

Jammu. 

The Krimchi temple complex is situated in the picturesque region of Udhampur 

district in the Indian Union territory of Jammu and Kashmir. This serene location, nestled 

amidst the verdant landscapes of the region, adds to the spiritual ambiance and tranquil 

atmosphere of the temple complex. 

 Located amidst lush greenery and rolling hills, the Krimchi temple complex enjoys 

a serene and idyllic setting, making it an ideal destination for spiritual seekers and nature 

enthusiasts alike. Surrounded by the natural beauty of the Himalayan foothills, the temple 

complex offers visitors a peaceful retreat from the hustle and bustle of urban life.The 

geographical location of the Krimchi temple complex also holds historical significance, as 
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it is believed to have been strategically chosen by ancient rulers or patrons for its 

auspicious surroundings and favorable terrain. The temple complex is often situated near 

rivers or natural springs, further enhancing its spiritual sanctity and symbolic significance. 

Accessible via well-maintained roads and pathways, the Krimchi temple complex is easily 

reachable from nearby towns and cities, making it a popular pilgrimage site for devotees 

from across the region. The journey to the temple complex often involves traversing scenic 

routes and picturesque landscapes, adding to the overall experience of spiritual pilgrimage. 

 The Krimchi temple complex comprises a series of small shrines dedicated to 

various Hindu deities, anchored by the main shrine devoted to Goddess Durga. Each 

temple within the complex showcases intricate stone structures adorned with ornate 

sculptures and decorative motifs, depicting scenes from Hindu mythology. The 

architectural style of the temples reflects a blend of traditional Hindu artistic traditions, 

showcasing the craftsmanship and ingenuity of the artisans who crafted them. The intricate 

carvings and decorative motifs offer a visual feast for devotees and visitors alike, 

highlighting the architectural splendor of the Krimchi temple complex. 

 At the heart of the Krimchi temple complex lies the main shrine dedicated to 

Goddess Durga, the divine mother and embodiment of feminine power. Devotees flock to 

the temple complex to offer prayers, perform rituals, and seek blessings for prosperity, 

protection, and spiritual fulfillment. The smaller shrines within the complex are dedicated 

to various Hindu deities, including Lord Shiva, Lord Vishnu, and Lord Hanuman, among 

others. Each deity is revered for its unique attributes and blessings, fostering a sense of 

devotion and reverence among devotees. The temple complex serves as a sacred sanctuary 

where devotees can immerse themselves in devotion and contemplation, seeking solace 

and spiritual guidance amidst the tranquil surroundings. 

 In addition to the shrine of Goddess Durga, the Krimchi temple complex also 

houses sanctums dedicated to Lord Shiva, Lord Vishnu, and other Hindu deities. Each 

shrine is a testament to the religious pluralism and syncretic traditions that have flourished 

in the region over the centuries. 
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 According to local folklore, the Krimchi temples were erected by Raja Kichak, a 

character from the epic Mahabharata, during the exile period of the Pandavas. Legend has 

it that Raja Kichak sought to honor the divine mother, Goddess Durga, and invoke her 

blessings for protection and prosperity. The main temple dedicated to Goddess Durga is 

adorned with stunning carvings depicting her triumph over the demon Mahishasura, 

showcasing the power and grace of the divine feminine. 

Beyond their religious significance, the Krimchi temples are of immense 

archaeological importance. The intricate carvings and architectural details of these temples 

provide valuable insights into the artistic and cultural heritage of ancient India, serving as a 

treasure trove for scholars and historians. 

 Despite the ravages of time, the Krimchi temples have stood the test of time, 

undergoing several renovations and restorations to preserve their architectural integrity and 

historical significance. Today, these ancient monuments continue to attract pilgrims and 

tourists from far and wide, drawn by their timeless beauty and spiritual aura. 

In recent years, concerted efforts have been made to promote and preserve the 

cultural heritage of the Krimchi temples. Conservation projects, heritage tourism 

initiatives, and community engagement programs have been initiated to safeguard these 

sacred sites for future generations to cherish and admire. 

 Another significant cultural site is situated along Dhar Road in Babore near 

Manwal within the Udhampur district, approximately 50 kilometers from Udhampur City. 

Here lie the remains of a group of temples, commonly referred to as the Babore Temples 

complex. 

The site holds historical significance, although the historical records of Babbapura 

in the Rajatarangini by Kalhana offer limited details about its history. Kalhana mentions 

Babbapura twice without specifying its exact location. In one instance, Kirti, a prominent 

ruler among the hill chiefs, is mentioned visiting Kalasha in Srinagar during the winter of 

AD 1087-88. Additionally, archaeological discoveries, such as a copper coin dating back 

to the era of Kalasha of Kashmir, provide some insight into the town's past. Another 

reference mentions Vajradhara as the ruler of Babbapura, who acknowledged 
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Bhiksachara's claim to the throne of Kashmir during a pilgrimage to Kurukshetra. 

However, these accounts lack sufficient evidence to draw definitive conclusions about the 

town's historical development. Nonetheless, the combination of literary and archaeological 

evidence indicates that Manwal emerged as a significant political and religious center from 

the tenth century onwards, characterized by the presence of several temples within a 

kilometer radius. 

Of all the standing temples the most important and the living one is the Devi 

Bhagavati temple, although commonly referred to as such, reveals upon closer examination 

to have been originally dedicated to Lord Vishnu. Constructed in the Sikhara architectural 

style, the temple stands atop a substantial platform, accessible via a staircase of twelve 

steps on its western facade. Comprising a Garbhgriha (sanctum) and an Antarala connected 

to a square Mandapa, the Mandapa's walls feature eight niches. Legend has it that the 

Garbhgriha once enshrined an image of Shakti, the divine force of creation. While the 

outer chamber remains open, the entrance doors boast intricate carvings depicting various 

deities. The lintel above the doorway showcases carvings of the navagrahas, interspersed 

with floral and geometric motifs. 

 The other important temple is the temples are known as Kala Dera temple. 

colloquially known as the "Black Temple," is dedicated to Lord Shiva and is oriented 

towards the east. Its name, Kala Dera, translates to "Black Stones," presumably referencing 

the materials used in its construction. The temple complex comprises a Garbhagriha 

(Sanctum), an Antarala (Vestibule), an Ardhamandapa (Entrance Porch), and a Mandapa 

(Hall). Elevated on a raised platform, the temple is adorned with a Mandapa at its 

forefront. Access to the temple is facilitated by a staircase located on its eastern side. 

 A significant aspect of the temple is its sculptures. Surrounding all the temples is a 

wide pathway adorned with numerous sculptures depicting various deities. Notably, 

representations of Surya and Mahavira stand out among them. Additionally, a distinctive 

sculpture of a coiled serpent is prominently featured within a niche on the main parikrama 

wall. Furthermore, various incarnations of Shakti and Shiva can be observed throughout 

the temple complex. The presence of these temples, alongside references to the mythical 

progeny of the Pandavas, underscores the cultural and historical richness of the town. 
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 Despite the current state of decay of some temples, their architectural features, 

reminiscent of those from King Lalitaditya's era in Kashmir, attest to the town's past 

grandeur. The temples' construction without binding materials and use of stones from 

distant locations highlight the extensive spatial network associated with Babbapura.  

 The third significant site of cultural heritage is the Harihar Temples, located within 

the Billawar region. While several temples of varying dimensions and periods may be 

found in the area, the most notable among them is the Harihar Temples. Nestled amidst the 

picturesque landscape of the Shivalik Hills, the temples are surrounded by lush greenery, 

rolling hills, and serene natural surroundings, creating an ideal setting for religious and 

spiritual practices. 

 Strategically positioned atop a hill, the temples offer worshippers and visitors 

breathtaking panoramic views of the surrounding terrain. Beyond their aesthetic appeal, the 

geographical location of the Harihar Temples carries cultural and historical significance. 

Believed to have been constructed during ancient times, datable tothe tenth-twelfth 

centuries, they serve as tangible relics of the region's rich cultural heritage and 

architectural legacy. 

 The Harihar Temple of Billawar stands as a majestic symbol of the cultural and 

religious heritage of the region. This ancient Hindu temple holds immense significance for 

devotees and visitors alike, located in the picturesque town of Billawar in the Kathua 

district of Jammu and Kashmir. Dedicated to Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu in the composite 

form of Harihar, the temple serves as a revered pilgrimage site, attracting devotees from 

far and wide. 

 The origins of the Harihar Temple are steeped in mythological lore and historical 

legend. According to local folklore, the temple was established during ancient times by 

devout rulers or patrons to honor the divine union of Lord Shiva and Lord Vishnu as 

Harihar. This unique concept of the composite form of Harihar symbolizes the synthesis of 

the creative and destructive forces in the universe, representing the cyclical nature of 

existence. The temple's mythological significance adds layers of depth to its spiritual aura, 

drawing pilgrims and seekers of divine blessings. 
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 The architectural style of the Harihar Temple reflects a harmonious blend of Hindu 

artistic traditions, showcasing intricate carvings, ornate sculptures, and elaborate structural 

details. The temple complex exudes a sense of grandeur and magnificence, captivating the 

senses and inspiring awe in all who behold it. The intricate carvings and architectural 

features provide valuable insights into the artistic and architectural traditions of ancient 

India, serving as a testament to the craftsmanship and ingenuity of the artisans of that era. 

The temple complex is a treasure trove of cultural heritage, preserving the architectural 

legacy of the region for future generations. 

 The sanctum sanctorum of the Harihar Temple enshrines the divine idols of Lord 

Shiva and Lord Vishnu in composite form, adorned with exquisite ornaments and 

offerings. Devotees flock to the temple to offer prayers, perform rituals, and seek blessings 

for prosperity, protection, and spiritual fulfillment. The temple complex also houses 

smaller shrines dedicated to various Hindu deities, creating a serene and sacred ambiance 

for devotees to immerse themselves in devotion and contemplation. The temple serves as a 

focal point of religious worship and spiritual reverence, fostering a sense of community 

and devotion among its visitors. 

 Over the centuries, the Harihar Temple has undergone periods of renovation and 

restoration to preserve its architectural integrity and historical significance. Despite the 

passage of time, the temple continues to stand as a symbol of resilience and devotion, 

offering solace and spiritual inspiration to all who visit its sacred precincts. In recent years, 

efforts have been made to promote and preserve the cultural heritage of the Harihar 

Temple of Billawar. Conservation projects, heritage tourism initiatives, and community 

engagement programs have been initiated to safeguard this ancient monument and ensure 

its protection for future generations to cherish and admire. These efforts underscore the 

importance of preserving the temple's legacy for posterity, ensuring that it remains a 

beacon of faith and devotion for generations to come. 

 These sacred sites, scattered throughout the region, are revered for their 

architectural grandeur and spiritual sanctity, drawing pilgrims and tourists alike from far 

and wide. Each temple is a repository of profound mythological narratives, passed down 

through generations, enriching the cultural fabric of Jammu and fostering a deep sense of 
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reverence among its people. The temple heritage of Jammu serves as a focal point for 

community gatherings, religious festivals, and cultural celebrations, providing a platform 

for collective expression and spiritual communion. They all stands as a testament to the 

enduring legacy of faith and tradition that has flourished in this sacred land for centuries. It 

is a source of inspiration, solace, and spiritual nourishment for generations of pilgrims and 

devotees, embodying the timeless allure of devotion and the enduring power of belief in 

the human experience. 


